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One of the commentaries I read dealing with our passage from John, written by
Presbyterian minister Robert M. Brearly, begins this way:  "Weddings are accidents waiting to
happen.  Something almost always goes wrong at a service of holy matrimony.  Something is
going wrong at this wedding in Cana of Galilee." (Feasting on the Word, Year C, Vol. 1, p. 260). 

As a pastor who has performed wedding ceremonies for over 25 years, I can attest to the
fact that Rev. Brearly is correct in saying that many things can go wrong in any wedding service. 
And in fact, I know of quite a number of clergy who would rather not even do weddings.  They
might say that weddings are more trouble than they are worth.  

All kinds of things can happen at a wedding.  Simple things like the bride or groom
arriving late to the ceremony, or the invitations giving the wrong time or place for the service. 
There are the little glitches like having to take a bit of extra time calming down the sweat-soaked
groom who is a bit uneasy about the big decision he has made, before walking into the sanctuary,
or getting the mother or father of the, at this point, terrified and screaming little ring bearer or
flower girl, to pick them up and console them.  

Of course there can be more serious issues, like with inclement or dangerous weather at
outdoor weddings, issues of disgruntled ex's showing up, or rehearsals with drunken participants,
with individuals fainting or people getting sick in the middle of the ceremony.  All kinds of
things can happen at a wedding.  And yet, we still have them, as indeed we should, for marriage
is a blessed and beautiful thing worth celebrating.

And it was at a wedding that the gospel of John tells us, Jesus performed his first miracle,
his first of 7 "signs" in that gospel, signs that point to who and what he was all about.  It is at a
wedding, a celebration of union between 2 individuals, a declaration of vows and promises to a
lifelong partnership, at which Jesus assists in keeping the celebration going.  

So the story of this wedding, found only in John's gospel, goes something like this. 
There was a wedding in Cana, in Galilee, about 8.5 miles from Jesus' home town of Nazareth. 
The wedding had occurred and the celebration begun.  Wedding celebrations in that time could
last for 7 days.  There was feasting and dancing and games and it was a time for families and
friends and whole villages to gather, to see and talk with one another, a real social event.  It was
usually hosted by the groom's family and it could be a great expense, so others were also
welcome to bring food or drink as well.

So, at some point in this week long celebration, the wine runs out.  Now I don't know
exactly how significant that would be, but if wine were the primary, if not only beverage to be
drunk at such a celebration, running out of it could be considered disastrous!  And so, Jesus'
mother (she is never named Mary in John's gospel) comes to him, to persuade him to do
something about this crisis.  



Jesus' reaction to her can sound a bit rude or disrespectful.  "Woman, what concern is that
to you and to me?  My hour has not yet come."  But commentators suggest it is not disrespectful,
but does set a distance between him and his mother.  His concern perhaps that his powers are to
be carried out in response to God's prompting, not his mother's.  And yet, she gives orders to the
servants to "Do whatever he tells you", suggesting she knows, she has faith, that he will respond
in some way.  

And he does.  He tells the servants to fill 6 huge jars, each holding between 20 and 30
gallons, with water.  He tells them to draw some out and take it to the chief steward, the man in
charge of the party.  On tasting it, he declares it is the best tasting wine he has had during the
whole party!  But no one knows where it came from, except for Jesus, his disciples, and the
servants, and of course Jesus' mother.

Now, I need to just remind you about John's gospel.  It is filled with symbolism, with
metaphor, and at every turn, we are to be seeing parallel meanings between the stories told and
to our lives, the life of faith, our relationship with God, and of who this person Jesus is.

So, the "sign" John gives us here, suggests that Jesus brings something new.   The huge
water jars are for holding water for purification rites in the Jewish tradition.  They symbolize the
old traditions.  Jesus is ushering in a new way of being, a new way of understanding God.  The
wine that he gives tastes better than the wine served earlier, and signifies that this new way is a
richer, better way than the old.  The fact that not everyone is aware of where this new wine
comes from suggests that what Jesus brings is not understood or seen by everyone and yet can be
shared by and enjoyed by all.  And the fact that not only his disciples, but those who are the
lowest in the social structure, the servants, are the ones who know what is going on, who have
insight to this new way, tells us that what Jesus brings, is in line with God's inherent
relationships with the marginalized, the humble and lowly, or as liberation theologians suggest,
we can see in scripture, God's preferential treatment for the poor and the oppressed.  

And the fact that all of this happens at a wedding, that Jesus' first miracle or sign, is to
help in the continuance of a celebration, tells us a lot about who Jesus is, and what he comes to
do.  That the reign of God that he seeks to usher in is about joy, and sharing, about extravagant
abundance and celebration and people living fully and being thankful for what God has given,
especially the bonds of love that bind us with one another, the partnerships that we share with
each other.  The wedding itself signifies not only the union of people, but the union we have with
God, as well.

But there is another part of this story, the role that Jesus' mother plays.  She is the one
who recognizes the problem, who sees the crisis and brings it to his attention.  She is the one
who suggests to him that he needs to do something about it, even when he is not so sure it is any
of his business.  She is the one who believes that he indeed will do something, who tells the
servants to get ready and to do whatever he tells them to do.  She is the person of faith, who calls
upon him to come to the rescue, to save the people, to provide what is needed for the celebration
to continue.  

The prophet in Isaiah plays a similar role.  He cries out, "For Zion's sake I will not keep
silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and
her salvation like a burning torch." (Is. 62:1).  



The prophet's call is to God, to God to do something!  A call to God to fulfill God's
promises, to keep the covenant that God has established with Israel.  The prophet's call is also a
message of hope, to a people who have returned to their land after their time of exile in Babylon. 
The prophet's call is a reminder that while they may feel lost and forsaken and desolate, they
shall soon be filled with hope and joy and rejoicing as a young bride with her bridegroom!  For
God is with them!

Life, like any wedding, may be filled with things that don't go as we might wish.  We
may know the feelings of loss, of being forsaken or desolate, of running out of the joy and good
things that make life a blessing.

We may not be able to fix all of those things ourselves, but like the mother of Jesus, we
are called to have eyes that see the needs around us.  Like the prophet, we are to point out and
name those places of trouble, of crisis or injustice in our time and place, even as if to remind our
God, and be persistent, not willing to keep silent or to rest until God moves in and among us to
make all things right.  

Our scripture reminds us that our God is one who will respond, who is in union with us,
who is like a loyal, true, faithful, dedicated, spouse, who cares for us in our infirmity, stays with
us in our fears, desires our desiring, and loves our loving!  God is one who expects and needs us,
to work together, to partner with God in meeting the needs of this world.  This is the good news! 
We have new wine to share!  May we in this new year, share that new wine of God's faithfulness,
love and abundance, with all!  Amen.


